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SUMMARY. GOI APPEARS LIKELY SUPPORT US VIEW IN PROCEDURAL 
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VOTES RELATIVE TO PRG PARTICIPATION IN LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE. 
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IF, HOWEVER, VOTE ON SUBSTANCE OE THE QUESTION IS REACHED, 
ITALY MAY NOT BE WILLING TO OPPOSE PARTICIPATION BY PRG. 

GOI POSITION HAS YET TO BE DETERMINED AND WILL BE HEAVILY 
INELUENCED BY ATTITUDES OE OTHER EC STATES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH GOI EONMIN AT OFEICE 
DIRECTOR AND VICE DIRECTOR GENERAL (GARDINI, POLITICAL 
AEFAIRS) LEVELS CONCERNING QUESTION OE PRG PARTICIPATION 
IN REEERENCED CONEERENCE. EONMINISTRY WOULD PREEER THE 
PROBET ,M NOT ARISE, BUT BELIEVES IT WILL. IE PROCEDURAL 
VOTE IS NO RULING EROM THE CHAIR THAT RULE 31 (TWO- 
THIRDS VOTE) APPLIES, GOI WOULD HAVE NO TROUBLE IN 
SUPPORTING. IP, ON THE OTHER HAND, CHAIR RULES THAT 
RULE 35 (MAJORITY VOTE) PERTAINS, GOI MIGHT BE RELUCTANT 
TO SUPPORT A CHALLENGE PROM THE PLOOR, BUT WE BELIEVE 
THAT EONMIN CAN BELINED UP TO SUPPORT US IN THIS 
EVENTUALITY. 

2. ON THE QUESTION OP SUBSTANCE, GARDINI TOLD POL 
COUNSELOR THAT ITALY'S ABSTENTION THIS ISSUE LAST PEBRUARY 
NOT CASUAL.THEN-POREIGN MINISTER MORO PELT THAT THE 
QUOTE HUMANITARIAN SUBJECT MATTER UNQUOTE OP THE 
CONEERENCE ARGUED POR THE INCLUSION OP THE PRG WHICH IS 
INVOLVED IN A MAJOR ARMED CONPLICT. MORO OBSERVED THAT 
WELL-KNOWN ARGUMENTS ALSO MADE GOOD CASE POR WITHHOLDING 
SUPPORT FROM PFR PARTICIPATION, AND THAT LOGICAL COURSE 
THEREPORE WOULD BE TO ABSTAIN. GARDINI AND OFEICE 
DIRECTORS SAID THAT THE ONE ABSENTION DOES NOT NECESSARILY 
PRESAGE ANOTHER, BUT COUNSELOR PISANI (UN AEFAIRS) IMPLIED 
THAT CURRENT POREIGN MINISTER RUMOR WOULD BE UNLIKELY 

TO REVERSE MORO'S DECISION. IP RUMOR IS TO BE BROUGHT 
AROUND, PISANI SAID, QUOTE POWERFUL ARGUMENTS UNQUOTE WILL 
HAVE TO BE ADDUCED. 

3. PISANI PELT THE ITALIAN NEGATIVE VOTE IN AUGUST, 

1974 ON PRG PARTICIPATION IN THE ICRC CONEERENCE ON 
WEAPONS WAS NOT INCONSISTENT WITH EARLIER (PEBRUARY, 

1974) ABSENTION ON PRG ROLE IN LAW OP WAR CONEERENCE, 

SINCE THE TWO DIPFERED IN SUBJECT MATTER. GARDINI AND 
OTHERS MADE A CLEAR DISTINCTION BETWEEN PRG ISSUE AS AT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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LAW OP WAR CONFERENCE ON ONE HAND AND AT WORLD 
METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION CONGRESS (STATE 10509, STATE 
12513) ON THE OTHER. THEY PELT GOI WOULD HAVE NO 
DIPFICULTY OPPOSING PRG OBSERVER STATUS IN LATTER (SEPTEL). 

4. OPPICE DIRECTOR LO PRINZI (EA POLITICAL) EMPHASIZED 
THAT POSITIONS TAKEN BY OTHER EC MEMBERS WILL IMPACT 
HEAVILY ON ITALIAN DECISION. 
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5. COMMENT . EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO PURSUE 
SUBJECT WITH EOREIGN MINISTRY. IN MEANTIME, HOWEVER, WE 
NOTE THAT GOI WOULD FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE AS PART OF A CLEAR 
EC MINORITY (E.G., WITH FRANCE AND NO MORE THAN ONE OTHER) 

IN DE FACTO SUPPORT OF PRG ROLE. IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT 
THOSE EC STATES OPPOSED TO PRG REPRESENTATION WILL MAKE 
THEIR VIEWS PROMPTLY AND FIRMLY KNOWN TO GOT WE PROPOSE 
NOT TO SUGGEST GOI COORDINATE WITH SAN MARINO ON PRG 
PARTICIPATION LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE UNLESS AND UNTIL GOI 
POSITION TURNS FAVORABLE. VOLPE 
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